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Transforming Lives: PIN’s Inspiring Efforts
for a Brighter Future in Georgia

The last six months for Georgia have been very eventful. It has been a time of
many changes, some of which are ongoing. Despite the spring protests last
year, the end of 2023 brought positive news regarding the EU’'s recommen-
dation for Georgia's EU candidacy status.

Last year was also challenging and busy for PIN Georgia's staff. After much
hard work by PIN colleagues both in Georgia and PIN's head office, PIN was
granted a project on reducing food waste and food insecurity for vulnerable
populations in Georgia. This exciting pilot project will involve setting up a
food bank in Thilisi in a consortium with Georgia Red Cross, Eliots and Parki
Ar Minda. The aim is to use collected food waste which is safe to consume
for vulnerable food insecure people in Tskaltubo municipality. Thanks to the
passing of the new food law in Georgia, PIN will work closely with partners
and other key stakeholders both in government departments, such as the
Ministry of Environmental Protection and Agriculture, FAO and food busi-
ness operators to create a sustainable outcome on food waste in Georgia.
We look forward to sharing our news with you on a regular basis on how this
project is going.

PIN Georgia has also increased its efforts in supporting communities in
Dusheti and the surrounding areas through its ongoing rural development
project as well as two new projects focusing on a youth centre in Dusheti
municipality and a social project. The social project focuses on sustaina-
ble development in Georgia's Aragvi region, addressing challenges such as
outmigration due to limited employment opportunities. It involves support
for schools, health service upgrades, youth awareness, gender equality, and
economic empowerment through grants and capacity building. The aim is to
enhance the socio-economic conditions in the Aragvi communities by col-
laborating with local civil society groups and local government institutions.

PIN believes that its long-term presence in the region as well as its holistic
approach mean that we are very much in tune with the needs of local com-
munities there and are a trusted partner. We are very much appreciative that
the work we do here is possible through the ongoing support of the Czech and
Austrian Development Agencies and hope to continue into the future.

Similar to the programme in Aragyvi, PIN has also continued to provide sup-
port to families returning to Georgia from France with business development
opportunities all over Georgia. Our staff members work tirelessly and travel
all around Georgia providing one to one assistance to returnees to Georgia
who have been given the chance to develop their own income generation
projects, funded by the Office Frangais de I'immigration et de l'intégration
(OFII). Cooperation with OFIl has been very fruitful, and both OFIl and PIN
are delighted to continue this relationship throughout 2024.

See some inspiring stories from the programme

Read the Story of Lana Shelia
Read the Story of Giorgi Saparidze

| am also happy to remind our readers about PIN Georgia's media literacy
project, funded by the Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Apart from our en-
gagement with the Georgian Ministry of Education, PIN has worked with lo-
cal partners in Marneuli to strengthen communities’ understanding of what
media literacy is in our context and why it is important for them to use tools
on media literacy in fighting against disinformation both internally and from
sources external to Georgia. PIN's methodology, ‘One World in Schools’ is
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globally recognised and has been at the forefront of efforts in Georgia to
promote an informed civil society.

OWIS prioritises teacher training, benefiting students and enhancing local
education systems. In Georgia, 60 teachers underwent training in the OWIS
Methodology. The methodology uniquely combines education and youth
initiatives, using films, discussions, and activities to engage young people.
Beyond fostering active citizenship, it equips them with skills in journalism,
digital marketing, algorithms, fake news, and propaganda, whilst encourag-
ing an interest in human rights, the environment, media literacy, and topics
centred on good governance.

PIN Georgia has also been very engaged in its humanitarian response for
Ukrainian refugees in Georgia through two projects, SOS Ukraine and Re-
silient Civil Society and Media Respond to the Ukraine War, funded by DG
Near. For Ukrainian refugees, PIN Georgia has worked to provide Multipur-
pose Cash Assistance (MPCA) to vulnerable Ukrainian families located in
rural settings around Georgia with funding from PIN’s internal SOS Ukraine
donations. Through DG Near's generous donation, PIN has provided signif-
icant support for national and Ukrainian CSOs based in Georgia who are
assisting Ukrainians with their own humanitarian projects. This project has
served to build the capacity of the involved CSOs and to encourage them
in finding other sources of sustainable income for their valuable work. The
OWIS component of the DG Near project is a vital element of the project,
providing support to 10 organizations, including 7 Georgian and 3 Ukrainian
entities. The acquired skills in media literacy practices now empower them
to conduct film screenings, workshops, and other educational activities. In
the context of the hybrid war (both physical and digital), media literacy acts
as means of navigation for Ukrainian refugees, ensuring they have access to
accurate information.

Highlighting the project’s significance, it gained recognition in the Czech
Republic, particularly when Czech influencer Johana Bazlerova visited in
November this year, endorsing its outcomes and bolstering awareness and
support among the Czech audience.

Looking towards the future, the PIN team in Georgia has been developing its
own country strategy for the coming years. To this end, we have held several
workshops throughout the year, focusing on PIN's global Relief and Devel-
opment Department (RDD) strategy. The pillars of the global strategy are
civil society and inclusive governance, humanitarian (emergency) response
and climate resilience. PIN Georgia, building on two decades of positive
experience in the country, believes that it can contribute to lasting devel-
opment for local communities across Georgia to cope with shocks such as
natural disasters and challenges of climate change using the enhanced ca-
pacities of local civil society actors, including local action groups.

We would like to extend our warmest wishes to all our partners and express
our gratitude to our donors, including the delegation of the European Un-
ion, the Czech Development Agency and the Austrian Development Agen-
cy who make it possible for PIN Georgia to continue our important work in
the country. As the country director for PIN in Georgia, | would also like to
convey my heartfelt thanks to our wonderful colleagues at PIN who show an
unwavering commitment to supporting the growth of the country as well as
supporting those vulnerable populations whose voices are not always heard.

Sofia Janjua

Country Director, People in Need Georgia
Sofia.janjua@peopleinneed.net
www.georgia.peopleinneed.net



https://twitter.com/janjua_sofia/status/1709456543739936866?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/PeopleInNeedGeorgiaPIN/posts/pfbid029HgsWfJ8CX8ZPzPGuv4F7yeBepvtP4Xix1B4S7dPG6UKfgiTNzU7PVWWbv6jaKfLl
https://georgia.peopleinneed.net/en/

PRODUCTIVE MEETING WITH CZECH
AMBASSADOR: STRENGTHENING
PARTNERSHIPS IN SUPPORTING GEORGIA'S
DEVELOPMENT

PIN’s Country Director in Georgia, Sofia Janjua, and the Head of Programmes, Willem
Vervaeke, had the pleasure of an introductory meeting with the new Czech Ambassador,
HE Petr Kubernat, and Jana Zelengerova, the Head of Development Cooperation at the
Czech Embassy in Thilisi. We discussed the projects we're collaborating on in Dusheti/
Aragvi and media literacy. Ambassador Kubernat emphasised his longstanding pride in
PIN as a Czech organisation. He also expressed his appreciation for PIN’s consistent
practice of employing people from diverse backgrounds, such as Sofia Janjua and Wil-
lem Vervaeke, to enrich its work on the ground and engage in such a wide range of both
development and humanitarian projects in Georgia. The PIN team in Georgia is proud to
have the opportunity to continue cooperation with the Czech embassy and other valued
donors who have placed their trust in PIN for years. This ongoing support enables PIN
to extend its reach and provide vital assistance to those in need throughout Georgia.

PROGRAMME UPDATES

PIN TO ESTABLISH FIRST EVER FOOD
BANK IN GEORGIA

Food waste project:

We are excited to launch an innovative programme dedicated to establishing the B e

first sustainable food bank in Georgia. Our initiative will be piloted in the Tskaltu-
bo municipality, with a primary focus on reducing food waste and enhancing the
food security of approximately 1000 food-insecure individuals in Tskaltubo and

its neighboring areas. Through the empowerment of Local Action Groups, Civil
Society Actors, farmers, Food Business Operators, and consumers, our goal is to
significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions, improve food security, and foster
community-led initiatives aimed at minimizing food loss and waste.
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Stay tuned for further updates

INSPIRING STORIES: REINTEGRATION OF RETURNEES FROM FRANCE

OFIl Empowering Return Journeys: The French Office for Immigration and Integration (OFIl) offers a helping hand to guide those returning from France to
their homeland. They ease the journey and extend support for a fresh start. With tailored levels of assistance—social reinsertion, employment, and business
creation—OFII ensures individuals find their way. The journey doesn't end there; it transforms into a story of resilience. People in Need Georgia works with
OFIl, making dreams come true by supporting re-settlement, guiding startups, and connecting returnees with opportunities. Together, we create success
stories of stability, reintegration and self-sufficiency, weaving a tapestry of hope in the homeland.

STORY OF ANA GOKHIDZE

Ana’s Journey of Transformation from Computer Science to Hairstyling

In the heart of Kobuleti, we introduce you to Ana Gokhidze, who is an inspiring testament to resilience

© and passion. Despite having a computer science background, Ana discovered that her true calling
was hairstyling. Her transformative journey unfolded at the esteemed VIP Style beauty salon in France,
where a three-month internship turned her dreams into reality.

Ana's education encompassed the intricacies of colour theory, the art of hair analysis, and mastery of
cutting and styling techniques. Ana secured a coveted role as a professional hairdresser in Georgia,

P a2 position she now holds with artistic flair and dedication. Currently earning 750.00 GEL per week
Ana’s success reflects her skills and is a testament to the unwavering support from PIN Georgia in
collaboration with OFII.

Gratitude fills Ana's heart as she envisions a future marked by both financial growth and a myriad of
possibilities within her chosen craft. Her story is about seizing opportunities, overcoming obstacles,
and showcasing the spirit that turns dreams into tangible success. Ana emerges as a skilled profes-
sional and an inspiring tale of resilience, passion, and the transformative power of People in Need's
steadfast support.




LIKA TVARADZE

Painting Dreams in Thilisi’s Heart

In the heart of Thilisi, Lika Tvaradze's journey is a tale of courage and big dreams. Fleeing the country fol-
lowing her unsuccessful marriage, Lika found temporary solace in France. Returning home, she turned her
passion for makeup into a profession, enrolling in DBC Academy.

In just two months, Lika mastered makeup skills such as foundation, contouring, eye, and lip techniques.
Certified and inspired, she transformed a room into a haven for beauty, where dreams unfold one brush-
stroke at a time.

Now, Lika focuses on building experience and a loyal clientele, with a dream to open her own studio. Lika's
story is one of courage, resilience, and the pursuit of dreams. This narrative echoes the impact of organisa-
tions like People in Need and OFIl in sowing seeds of hope and new beginnings.

DAVIT BEGALASHVILI

“Success is Sweeter After Overcoming Challenges”

s UBSU [ N = S =@ " InBatumi, Davit Begalashvili's entrepreneurial tale is one marked by challenges,
| e which he overcame and found success. After seeking opportunities in France,
he returned with a vision to establish a car wash and secure a stable income.

With support from OFIl and PIN Georgia, Davit's dream materialised in No-
vember 2022. His services, including car washing, dry cleaning, and more, have
flourished and attracted a steady clientele. Today, Davit enjoys a stable monthly
income, a testament to his entrepreneurial spirit.

Grateful for French support and PIN, Davit's path to a successful business ex-
emplifies the transformative power of resilience and dreams. Davit has plans for
an ambitious expansion in the future, echoing the broader impact of OFIl and
organisations like People in Need Georgia.

NINO BREGADZE

“A Year Ago, It Was Just a Dream - Now, It's Reality.”
says Nino Bregadze - Tsirekidze about her Sewing Workshop

In Tkibuli, Nino Bregadze-Tsirekidze overcame challenges and realised her dreams. Health setbacks
led her to France, but armed with a dream and support from OFII, she returned to establish a sewing
workshop, securing financial stability for her family. Starting her business in December 2022, Nino
initially struggled to build a customer base, prompting her strategic move to a busier location. This
decision attracted new customers and transformed her once slow shop into a flourishing business.

Despite hurdles, Nino's resilience and strategic decisions turned the tide. Today, proudly leading a
thriving sewing workshop, she continues positively impacting the community of Tkibuli. Grateful to
the French people and OFII, Nino envisions a bright future. Her plan involves expanding services and
focusing on custom designs for her growing clientele.

WHEELS OF CHANGE:
Empowering Highland Dreams as PIN Georgia Launches Mobile Youth Centre in the Dusheti Municipality!

We're thrilled to unveil PIN Georgia's new project - “Supporting
Youth Activities in Dusheti Municipality”! Thanks to the Czech
Development Agency, we have a brand-new bus that has been
transformed into a mobile youth centre!

Our partners in this project are the Dusheti Municipality City
Hall, the Youth Agency, and the State Agency for Employment.
Together, we're on a mission to break barriers and bring the joy
of learning to high-mountain villages! The mobile centre is more
than just a bus; it is a beacon of informal education, providing
access to young minds in hard-to-reach localities. We're all about
creating a space where young people can thrive and enjoy edu-
cational and entertaining activities.

But that's not all. Thanks to the Youth Agency, we've trained local
youth workers to guide the way! They'll spearhead efforts to sup-
port socialisation, unlock potential, and involve young people in
community life.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eT1iF8nj4Bc 

AME'S COTTAGE:
Where Love and Stories Meet

In the words of the renowned Georgian writer Goderdzi Chokhe-
li, “Love holds the earth.”

"Ame" is the affectionate term a grandmother uses for her grand-
children and represents a home filled with love. This house,
transformed into a family cottage by siblings Luka Bekauri and
Sofo Bekaur, has been intricately woven into the history of
Gudamakari Valley with the assistance of the Aragvi Local Ac-
tion Group (LAG), the Czech Development Agency and PIN. With
warm hospitality, Ame welcomes guests to experience the rich
traditions and mythical wonders of Gudamakari. Through tra-
ditional dishes and the sharing of the authentic yet fantastical
world within these walls, visitors are invited to become a part of

the same reality that has shaped the legacy of this unique place. )|
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Creating horse riding tours in Gudamakari was a common

desire of me and my brother
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SISVI:
Riding the Trail of Tradition

In the heart of Gudamakari valley, brother and sister Nato and
Tato are reviving tradition through horse-riding tours named
after their beloved horse, Sisvi. Seeking to bring people closer
to the mountains and the valley’s essence, they believe in the
transformative power of the relationship between humans and
horses. Sisvi's horse riding tours offer a journey through the
picturesque landscapes and a profound experience of Gudam-
akari's history, culture, and traditions. Through the rhythmic
hoofbeats, visitors become part of a narrative that weaves the
past and present together, creating an immersive adventure
that leaves a lasting imprint on the soul.

Explore more about their equestrian endeavours in this video:

NIKOLOZ GUSHARASHVILI:

Exploring Ksevi: Nikoloz Gusharashvili’s
Café Bar, a Harmony of Tradition and
Modern Flair

On the road to Pshav-Khevsureti, nestled in the historical vil-
lage of Ksevi, stands Nikoloz Gusharashvili's Café Bar Stu-
mar-Maspindzeli, which brings tradition and modernity together.
Established two years ago, the Cafe-Bar is near Akaki Shanidze's
shop from the last century, where influential figures once gath-
ered to explore the wonders of Pshav-Khevsureti. The guest-
house, a cherished visitor spot, combines traditional dishes with
contemporary delights. Nikoloz envisions a future where the ca-
fe-bar’s building is complete, allowing winter guests to enjoy its
warmth. A brewery is also in the works, promising locally brewed
beer, and plans for a children’s entertainment centre aim to
make this cafe-bar a haven for families to appreciate the beauty
of tradition and modernity.

SUPPORTING UKRAINIANS IN GEORGIA

As part of the DG NEAR-funded project “Resilient Civil Society and Media
Respond to the Ukraine War”, PIN delivered needs-based training and work-
shops to 14 CSOs supporting Ukrainians to strengthen their capacity to con-
tinue working after the project’'s completion. Organisations obtained knowl-
edge in fundraising, researching community needs, and the importance of
volunteering. Currently, organisations are working on their strategic plans
and attending workshops on internal governance, which will support their
institutional growth.

Since March 2023, around 1000 beneficiaries have received support from
CSO service grants. The types of services vary: Georgian lessons for Ukrain-
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ians, psychological support, informal education, employability training, food
for children, legal consultations for Ukrainian citizens, and more.

Through the project, we supported 10 media organisations. With the grant
money, they implemented their projects and maintained the sustainability of
their organisations.

Oresta Osiichuk is a beneficiary of Revival, one of the CSOs that introduced a
service provision grant within the “Resilient Civil Society and Media Respond
to the Ukraine War” project.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z2JRjN4aLI4&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_aQkPEUvJU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1BZR0fDFEr0

HEALING THE SOUL THROUGH ART:

Oresta Osiichuk’s Inspirational Story of Transformation in Thilisi

In the heart of Lutsk, Ukraine, Oresta Osii-
chuk, a talented writer and the creative mind
behind the captivating “AIHO" novel series,
had achieved recognition in the literary world.
She garnered accolades, including the pres-
tigious first prize in the international compe-
tition “Coronation of the Word" and the “Best
Debut” award from the portal “BaraBuka.” Her
star continued to rise when she secured the
distinguished All-European Convention “Euro-
con” award.

Oresta also wrote the mesmerising family
saga, "Apricot Bookstore,” which took Ukraine
by storm in 2021, quickly ascending to best-
seller lists. In 2023, her book was translated
into Polish, “Morelowa ksiegarnia,” with fur-
ther translations, including English, to follow.

Unfortunately, life has its unexpected twists
and turns. In 2022, Oresta found herself in
Thilisi, a world away from her Ukrainian roots.
She arrived there with a heavy heart, grap-
pling with devastation and confusion, strug-
gling to find the motivation to continue. It was
achallenging time and a crossroads in her life.

During these difficult days, Oresta discovered
a way of healing and inspiration. She joined
one of Revival's art therapy sessions, gener-
ously funded by People in Need. Art therapy,

she hoped, would rekindle her strength and
spirit.

The art therapy sessions provided her with sol-
ace and a profound transformation. What be-
gan as an attempt to find herself and regain her
motivation soon led to something beautiful.
These sessions stretched to three hours, well
beyond their planned one hour, and continued
for three months.

During this period in Tbilisi, Oresta began craft-
ing her next literary masterpiece. With the sup-
port of her peers and the embrace of vibrant
Ukrainian community self-help groups, includ-
ing the therapeutic art sessions, Oresta’s life
underwent a positive shift.

Even miles away from her homeland, the pow-
er to create and inspire flowed from her once
again. She started to write children’s stories,
tapping into a well of creativity that had found
new life. Art therapy, coupled with the support
and camaraderie of fellow Ukrainians, has been
her salvation.

Oresta Osiichuk’s journey from confusion to
creativity was not just a personal transforma-
tion but a testament to the incredible impact
art therapy and community can have on an in-
dividual's life.

FROM WAR'S SHADOWS TO ART'S LIGHT: EKATERYNA CHERNORAY'S
FAMILY FINDS NEW HOME, CREATIVITY, AND CLOSE BONDS IN GEORGIA

Ekateryna Chernoray’s family journey is a
heartwarming tale of discovery, creativity,
and community support. In 2023, backed by
Peoplein Need, she and her daughters partic-
ipated in master classes, painting traditional
Ukrainian Easter eggs — a unique celebration
of tradition. As summer unfolded, they en-
gaged in a master class on crafting “motanka”
dolls, emphasizing psychosocial well-being,
comfort, and community. These sessions built
trust and connections among Ukrainian fami-
lies through shared experiences.

“These classes werent about mastering
skills; they were about weaving threads of
comfort and connection. We shared stories,
learned about our culture, and compatri-
ots generously offered their experiences
and support. Together, we transformed
from strangers into a community, foster-
ing trust through joint creativity, especially
with our children. Participating in People
in Need-supported activities was not just a
pastime but a lifeline, providing my children
with friends and offering me comfort. The
support in Georgia, where | am alone with
my two young daughters, has been invalua-
ble for finding a new home and connection,”
said Ekateryna. In Georgia, away from their
Ukrainian home, Ekateryna’s family found
relief and healing from the wounds of war
through shared artistry and People in Need's
helping hand.



EMPOWERING UKRAINIANS IN GEORGIA:

Legal Stay and Business Registration Guidance for Ukrainians in Georgia
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Due to upcoming deadlines regarding the legal stay of Ukrainians residing in
Georgia or re-registering some of their movable properties, Rights Georgia
conducted an information session to help. Law experts informed them of
their rights and options, how and to whom to apply for business registra-
tion, the forms of entrepreneurship, and their pros and cons. Participants
received the contact information for Rights Georgia in case they need indi-
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vidual consultations or someone to accompany them to the state agency or
court. “Rights Georgia is at the disposal of every person requiring legal as-
sistance or representation, so | am always happy to collaborate with them”,
says Marta Bibilashvili, Country Project Coordinator, PIN Georgia. These in-
formation sessions fall under the “Resilient Civil Society and Media Respond
to the Ukraine War” project, funded by the European Union and implement-
ed by PIN Georgia.

UKRAINE DISPLACEMENT CRISIS RESPONSE IN GEORGIA -

SOS UKRAINE PROGRAMME

BRINGING BACK THE LIGHT OF HOPE: UNITE FOR ACTIVE SPORTS' INITIATIVE
BRIGHTENS LIVES OF UKRAINIAN KIDS IN TBILISI AND BATUMI!

The war-torn refugees from Ukraine encounter numerous challenges in
Georgia, with the most significant being the enduring shadow of war that
continues to affect their lives. Overcoming memories of pain and loss
proves to be a formidable task. In our effort to assist Ukrainians in Georgia,
PIN supported them in organizing various sports activities to help them for-

get the horrors of war and embark on a new life. Under these initiatives, 169
sports events were organized, engaging more than 300 Ukrainian kids and
teenagers. Overall, these sports activities involved around 1335 people and
contributed to their psycho-social support.



Under the SOS Ukraine Programme, PIN is actively engaged in implementing impactful assistance initiatives to support Ukrainian refugees in Georgia. Our
focus revolves around four key directions—Multi-Purpose Cash Assistance (MPCA), Cash for Rent Assistance (CRA), Cash for Medical Assistance (CMA),
and a one-time cash assistance for kids. These initiatives are strategically designed to provide immediate relief, offering financial aid that extends across
diverse regions. Each programme is meticulously crafted to enhance the overall well-being of supported families. For a detailed overview of PIN's initiatives
supporting Ukrainian refugees in Georgia, explore the infographics below.
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CASH ASSISTANCE (MPCA)

CASH FOR
RENT ASSISTANCE (CRA)

The Cash for Rent Assistance (CRA) program covered a
wide array of regions in Georgia: Imereti, Samegrelo,

The Multi-Purpose Cash Assistance (MPCA) program
covered a wide array of regions in Georgia: Imereti,
Samegrelo, Guria, Racha, Adjara, Samtskhe-Javakheti,
Shida Kartli, Kvemo Kartli, Mtskheta-Mtianeti, Kakheti.
Beneficiary Demographics:The program successfully
supported a total of 468 households, encompassing 1228
individuals.

Guria, Racha, Adjara, Samtskhe-Javakheti, Shida Kartli,
Kvemo Kartli, Mtskheta-Mtianeti, Kakheti.

Beneficiary Demographics:The program successfully
supported a total of 91 households, encompassing 190
individuals.
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One-time cash support for children reached covered
the following areas: Zestafoni, Karadjala, Bolnisi,
Gurjaani, Kobuleti, Zugdidi, Poti, Kutaisi, Gori, Rustavi,
Ahalkalaki, Marneuli, Telavi.

The Cash for Medical Assistance (CMA) program covered
a wide array of regions in Georgia: Imereti, Samegrelo,
Guria, Racha, Adjara, Samtskhe-Javakheti, Shida Kartli,
Kvemo Kartli, Mtskheta-Mtianeti, Kakheti.

Beneficiary Demographics: This program specifically
addressed the needs of 45 children aged 0-2 years old,
ensuring that the most vulnerable and deserving young
ones receive targeted support.

Beneficiary Demographics:The program effectively
supported a total of 72 individuals.

DATA1- GENDER DISSAGREGATION

Wm

FEMALE

ie

DATA 2 - AGE DISSAGREGATION

0-1YEARS 1-2 YEARS

DATA 2 - AGE DISSAGREGATION

UNDER 18 YEARS 18 YEARS AND ABOVE

w mn | W om

W EED W

..........................................
............................................



MEDIA LITERACY

Empowering Minds: Promoting Media Literacy and Digital Citizenship in Georgia

The media literacy project is being carried out by People in Need Georgia, with support from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, in collaboration with Radio Marneuli. This pro-
ject aims to address various essential aspects of the digital world and has generated significant
interest among students. More than 150 young people watched documentaries and engaged in
discussions on media-related topics, such as how to protect oneself from fake information and the
spread of photo manipulations on social networks. Additionally, they explored the influence of me-
dia and propaganda on individuals, the concept of digital citizenship, and the importance of being
media literate. Through OWIS (One World in Schools) Media Literacy Workshops, young people in
Georgia's Samtskhe-Javakheti and Kvemo-Kartli regions can attend documentary screenings cov-
ering journalism, digital marketing, algorithms, fake news, and propaganda. Participants engage in
discussions and exercises to enhance their understanding of the media’s role in everyday life and
develop critical thinking skills.
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Shaping Informed Classrooms: Media Literacy Workshop for Educators

The PIN Georgia media literacy project staff organised the “Media Literacy and Digital Skills in School
Education” workshop in Georgia's Imereti and Adjara regions. More than 60 teachers attended. The
aim was to introduce interactive teaching methods for high-school teachers and educators. “In mod-
ern education, media literacy and digital citizenship hold great importance due to the continuous
development of technologies. In the 21t century, people, especially young people, receive information
at a volume and frequency that was unimaginable years ago. This information shapes their beliefs, ’
opinions, and knowledge, ultimately influencing their societal behaviour. Therefore, evaluating and N in Need
critically understanding the information they receive is crucial. To promote media literacy in schools,
we brought together high school teachers and representatives from educational institutions. PIN
developed unique materials focusing on human rights and media literacy. During the workshop, we
shared the OWIS methodology, which involves teaching through documentary films.” said project
manager, Teona Purtskhvanidze. We conducted the workshop using an interactive format, featuring
the screening of Nicolas Veuli's documentary “Follow Me,” which explores influencers and fake fol- v
lowers on Instagram. Following the film, there was an engaging discussion on the influences of digital /T{’:;g';d | /‘"peop.e
platforms on society. ’ —

PEOPLE IN NEED GEORGIA TEAM

CHARGED AND READY:
Embracing 2024 with New Goals and Infinite Gratitude
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Dear friends and Supporters, reflecting on our inspiring 3-day retreat in Kak-
heti, we're charged up and ready for the opportunities that 2024 holds. This
year, we continue our unwavering support in education, agriculture, and
vital food bank projects. Additionally, our commitment to assisting Ukrain-
ian refugees in Georgia remains steadfast. Your enduring support fuels our
mission to make a positive impact in Georgia. We express our gratitude for
being the driving force behind our endeavours as we eagerly anticipate a
year marked by resilience, unity, and meaningful contributions!

PIN COMPLAINT RESPONSE AND FEEDBACK MECHANISM

Would you like to share some feedback about the way People in Need Georgia works
v/ You can contact us by phone: +995 591 03 00 21

v/ via e-mail: feedback.georgia@peopleinneed.net
v/ orvia WhattsApp: +995 591 03 00 21

ok A Bnr ot Your Feedback is very important for us!!

©3 Bgegofgdal Thanks in advance.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=12ew58v255M
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=12ew58v255M

